
 

  

 

 

Email: sales@cjisgroup.com 

Website: cjisgroup.com 

 

CJIS Group 

The American Rescue 

Plan and SLED TECH 

 



 
 

www.cjisgroup.com                 sales@cjisgroup.com                 (703) 822-5089 

 

1 

 

The American Rescue Plan and SLED TECH 

With the passing of the American Rescue Plan of 2021 on March 11th, 2021, many SLED agencies 

will soon see an increase in available funds. Compared to the $139 Billion provided to State and 

Local Governments in the CARES Act, the American Rescue Plan boasts an increased allocation of 

$350 Billion. Of that $350 Billion, $219.8 Billion will be allocated to States and $130.2 Billion will be 

allocated to Cities and Counties.  One key focus of these funds will be advancing technology in 

Education, and Health and Human Services. 

 

K-12 Education and E-Rate Funding 

A major addition to the American Rescue Plan is the $7.17 Billion for E-Rate Support for Emergency 

Educational Connections and Devices. This funding will allow eligible schools or libraries to 

purchase eligible equipment (i.e., Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, routers, etc.) or advanced 

telecommunications and information services. As seen in the graph below, CJIS GROUP saw a rise in 

competitively bid E-Rate projects from in the 2019-2020 E-Rate Cycle compared to the previous 

2017-2018 and 2018-2019 cycles. Between the 2018-2019 and 2019-2020 cycle alone, we saw a 37% 

increase in the number of solicitations posted for E-Rate equipment. 
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With the onset of the COVID-19 Pandemic and the uncertainty it caused, we predict only a minor 

increase in E-Rate solicitations in the 2020-2021 cycle compared to prior years. The 2020 CARES Act 

was able to provide funds for Education agencies to maintain their current technology levels and 

start a shift towards distance learning. With the release of the American Rescue Plan and dedicated 

E-Rate funding, CJIS GROUP anticipates seeing an increase along the same line as prior E-Rate 

cycles within the upcoming 2021-2022 period. 

 

Impact on HHS Tech Spending 

In looking towards the technical advancements focused on Health and Human Services, the 

American Rescue Plan advances COVID-19 Testing, Contact Tracing, and Mitigation Activities. With 

an allocation of $47.8 Billion, SLED agencies will further develop their Contact Tracing solutions to 

help further enhance information technology, data modernization, and reporting, including 

improvements necessary to support sharing of data related to public health capabilities. Just in 

2020, we saw 26 major competitively bid solicitations for Contact Tracing. With the American 

Rescue Plan’s allocations, further funding will be available to cities and counties to competitively 

purchase supplementary Contact Tracing solutions. 

 

Fraud Prevention and Equitable Access 

Another major issuance listed in the American Rescue Plan, is the $2 Billion in funding for Fraud 

Prevention, Equitable Access, and Timely Payment to Eligible Workers. This initiative will work to 

provide funds to State and Local agencies to detect and prevent fraud, promote equitable access, 

and ensure the timely payment of benefits concerning unemployment compensation programs, as 

such these funds can be utilized for systemwide infrastructure investment and development 

related to such purposes. 

 

Upgrade of Unemployment Systems 

With the surge of unemployment claims brought on by the COVID-19 Pandemic, many 

unemployment systems were not able to handle the extreme increase in claims. As we saw in 

Florida, the CONNECT Unemployment System failed to provide the necessary assistance to 

Floridians that filed unemployment claims during the last year. The system was originally only 

stress tested for 4,200 concurrent users, instead of the contractually mandated 200,000. This left 

the System open to failure when an unprecedented increase in the number of unemployment 

claims hit starting in March of 2020. The funding provided through the American Rescue Plan will 
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help to resolve these failures and allow for the necessary technological advancements and 

procurements to take place for State and Local entities. 

 

Bottom Line 

Overall, the American Rescue Plan provides a plethora of funding to government agencies to 

further technological innovation. As these funds are distributed, CJIS GROUP will be closely 

monitoring and inquiring about these new and upcoming projects. 

 


